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On globalization times, opening up to the outside world has an important 
role in the modernization in China, is a national policy to realize the 
modernization in China. Mao Ze-dong is founder of the PRC. There has been 
long relationship between Mao’s idea of opening policy and Deng’s idea of 
opening policy in the long history, and both are traced to the same origin. On the 
foot of this point, this paper tried to carry on comprehensive generalization and 
synthetic research; summarized experiences and lessons on opening up to the 
outside during early or late of the founding of the PRC. It is important 
significance for Deng Xiao-ping’s thought of opening up to the outside by 
revealing historical clue, theory value and limitation of Mao’s thought of 
opening up. 
At first, this paper probed into forming process of Mao’s thought of opening 
up to the outside of different historical periods from historical clue point of view. 
It began in period of First Revolution Civil War; preliminary formed in period of 
Second Revolution Civil War; in many ways unfolded in period of War of 
Resistance against Japan and War of Liberation; experienced difficultly from the 
founding of the PRC to Revolution of Culture. And this paper generalized Mao’s 
thought of opening up on absorbing human advanced civilization about economy, 
culture and politics. 
Secondly, this paper probed into basis of Mao’s idea of opening up from 
theory probe, historical enlightenment and actual challenge three points of view. 
Changes of contend and form of Mao’s idea of opening up, except for restricted 
to era and class interests, had theory source and practice need. 
Thirdly, this paper probed into Mao’s idea of opening up basic theory 
framework from necessity, principle and contend points of view. Mao’s idea of 















It isn’t simple duplicate of opening up of Marxism, but result of combination 
Marxism and Chinese reality. World links decide inevitable of opening up to the 
outside. We should learn from any countries or nations of their strong points. We 
have adhered to the principles of maintaining independence and keeping the 
initiative, self-reliance and insisting dialectical method and protecting national 
sovereignty and national dignity and doing everything from reality, etc. There are 
many aspects relating to opening up in Mao Ze-dong’s thought, including 
economy, politics, culture, science, technology and military. 
Finally, this paper probed into practice of Mao’s idea of opening up.The 
practice includes introducing foreign investment, developing the economy and 
trade relationship between China and other countries, learning from their 
scientific technology and administration experience, regardless of country of 
socialism or capitalism. 
Moreover, this paper also pointed out historical limitation of Mao Ze-dong’s 
thought of opening up to the outside. Mao’s idea of opening policy wasn’t 
fully put into effect owing to various kinds of causes, including international and 
domestic situation influences. This paper analyzed the reason why Mao Ze-dong 
before his death could not comprehensive carry through his thought of opening 
to the outside world. Inherited and developed Mao’s thought, Deng Xiao-ping 
had completed the comprehensive system of thought of China opening up to the 
outside world. 
In conclusion, there are much wisdom of opening up in Mao’s thoughts. 
Mao Ze-dong’s thought of opening up to the outside world is an organic part of 
Mao Zeong Thought, and is also an significant component of the CPC’s thought 
of opening up. 
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